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CENTER GROVE

MARCHING BAND
            FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

I am concerned about my child’s academic performance during his/her freshman year of high school. Will participation in the marching band have a negative effect on their classroom performance?

This is a common concern for incoming freshman and their parents.  It has been our experience that most of our student’s academic achievement is actually higher during the fall marching season.  The primary benefits to your child through involvement in an extracurricular activity at the high school level are his/her development of time management skills.  Students participating in the marching band and color guard activity understand the time constraints placed upon them and learn to budget their time more effectively.  A large majority of the present marching band students routinely participate in honors courses at the high school level. Another benefit to your child is their association with high achieving individuals.  High school students are strongly influenced by the friends with whom they associate on a daily basis.  We are proud that many of our marching band and color guard students are the organizational and academic leaders in Center Grove High School. 

My child is concerned about the amount of practice time associated with the marching band and color guard activity.  Can my child have a life outside of this activity? 

With any high achieving organization, whether it is marching band, football, soccer, basketball, swimming, gymnastics, or volleyball, a commitment is required of the students.  The marching band practice schedule is very similar to a fall sports schedule.  We begin our “season” with two weeks of rehearsals in June (3 or 4 hours per day).  The students will have approximately SIX weeks off in the summer with no marching band rehearsals.  At the end of July the band will resume practice for three weeks and continue throughout the fall.  As directors, we understand the importance of family time and are somewhat flexible with you and your child’s schedule.  The main key is early communication regarding major family events and camp situations.  Unlike many sporting activities, all of our students perform (no one sits on the “bench”).  Because of the 100% participation, your child’s attendance is crucial for the success of the organization.  Many students have time to take on a part time job.  The students in marching band and color guard have very typical high school lives and are able to participate in most activities that the high school has to offer.

Can my child participate in a sport and do marching band?

Many of our marching band & color guard students are actively involved in the sports programs at Center Grove High School.  Our practice schedule requires students to make a choice between marching band and a FALL sport (Boys Football, Cheerleading, Boys & Girls Soccer, Girls Volleyball, Boys Tennis, Girls Golf, and Cross Country.)  But, many of our marching band students are actively involved in winter and spring sports at Center Grove. 
Is there a parent organization associated with the bands at Center Grove?

Center Grove Band Boosters organization is one of the most active parent organizations in the country.  Our organization is truly committed to helping every child succeed and have the financial and emotional support needed to participate in the activity.  One of the major benefits of your child’s participation in marching band and color guard is the involvement that you and your family will have in the organization.  Our parents routinely express the thrill of working with other parents to support the kids in the group.  As one parent stated recently, “I get to know the kids my children associate with and have contact with their parents as well.”  The Band Booster organization meets once per month to discuss upcoming events and activities.  









MORE info on back

Are there fees associated with participation in the marching band?  What do the band fees cover?

The fee for participation in 2010 was $575 -  due at various dates throughout the summer and fall.  Many of our students are able to earn credits to help offset this fee with their participation in the band car wash  and a variety of other fundraisers throughout the year that earn credits toward the student’s escrow account.  We also offer a limited number of need-based scholarships.  The band fee covers non-payroll summer instructional staff, contest trip expenses, uniform expenses, and many of the meals for students throughout the summer and fall marching season. 

I understand that the band travels frequently.  How do the kids earn funds for the trips and who participates.  

The Center Grove Marching Band and Color Guard takes a major trip once every three years.  This Fall the band will be traveling to Philadelphia and New York.  Funds for these trips may be earned through participation in a variety of fundraisers throughout the year.  Many of our students are able to offset a majority of their trip fees through band fundraising activities.  Trip participation is optional, however, we make every effort to ensure that all Marching Band and Color Guard students are able to participate in the major trips.  

My child is nervous about committing to the marching band activity.  Is it normal for the kids to be apprehensive about this decision?  

Participating in the marching band and color guard activity is a big decision.  Many of our present marching band and color guard students would not have initiated their participation without strong encouragement from their parents.  But, once the children become involved in the marching band activity, very few drop out.  We have found that many 8th grade students are nervous and have the misconception that they cannot function in a national caliber organization with their limited musical abilities.  This is completely false!  Our music programs at the middle schools are outstanding and the students are very well prepared to be highly successful at the high school level.  We work meticulously with the students to ensure that they will be successful in the marching band activity.  Kids have usually heard only the negative stories about marching band.  But, what the marching band kids and the parents of the participating students talk about is completely different.  Our students “love” being a part of a high achieving organization that annually competes at the national level.  Parents see the benefits of the physical activity and the maturity and growth of the individuals within the marching band & color guard.  The easiest thing that a child can do is “quit.”(no effort is required!)  But, the better option is encourage your child to TRY the activity and then he/she will be able to make a well-educated decision regarding his/her continued participation.  Our advice to you, as a parent, is to make contacts with students and parents that are “in” the organization.  It is very challenging to be a member of the Center Grove Marching Band & Color Guard, but, the benefits to the development of the “whole” child are unparalleled.  

Do the students have to be in band/orchestra to be in the Trojan Marching Band? 

Every member of the Trojan Marching Band (except color guard) participates in Band or Orchestra.  The Center Grove Marching Band is an extracurricular activity, but during the school day students learn important musical basics that are essential to outstanding performance on stage as well as the marching field. In band/orchestra class, students learn musical phrasing, gain a high level of rhythmic understanding, and learn the importance of teamwork and commitment to achieving the highest level of performance excellence.  Members of the color guard do still have the opportunity to be in band/orchestra AND participate in color guard.  We encourage guard girls to still participate in band and believe that concert band will benefit their understanding of timing and musicality as it relates to body movement.

Students may TRY marching band for two weeks without committing to the organization.  We encourage ALL students to come to this trial period before making a decision about their involvement.

A full detailed schedule for the fall season and informational handbook will be available in the near future.  In the meantime, please refer to the weekly scheduled included in this information packet for general summer dates. 







