[image: image1.jpg]


CENTER GROVE

BAND
Welcome to the Center Grove High School Band program!  The band program has enjoyed a long and distinguished reputation for outstanding performances at state and national concerts and competitions.  The heart of our success has been the hard work of intelligent, responsible, and self-disciplined students like your son or daughter.

Music is such a vital element in the development of each and every child.  We are more aware now than ever before of how essential music is to the complete education of a child.  Students in band develop a wealth of personal character traits that will help them succeed in life.  It is our desire that the Center Grove Band help to shape and enrich the life of your son/daughter.  We are looking forward to working with you and your child in many of the band’s activities in the years to come
SCHEDULING

As incoming freshman, ALL current 8th grade band students should sign up for Symphonic Brass (brass players) or Symphonic Woodwind (woodwind players).  The high school directors will make sure you are scheduled into the correct band.  All percussionists should sign up for Marcato Band.  Most woodwinds and brass will be placed in our freshman ensembles except for a few students that may be placed in one of our top ensembles.  (this is based on middle school director recommendation and instrumentation needs in the upper ensembles)
GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE CENTER GROVE BAND PROGRAM

The following information will introduce you to the Instrumental Music Department at Center Grove High School.  If you have other questions, please feel free to call the band office at 881-0581 ex.4190.  You may also email questions to Kevin Schuessler at:  schuesslerk@centergrove.k12.in.us 

The high school band program has several sections of concert band that meet during the academic day:  Wind Ensemble, Wind Symphony, Symphonic Brass (freshman brass) and Symphonic Woodwinds (freshman woodwinds).  Placement into a specific ensemble is based on music teacher recommendations and instrumentation needs in each ensemble.  Once registered for a band class, your child’s director will identify which ensemble is best suited for their present level of musical development.  The percussionists meet as a separate section called Marcato Band and will be assigned to one of four ensembles for concerts, as required.

There are very few after-school obligations for the concert bands and these will NOT result in any major conflicts with athletics.  Freshman will normally be required to stay after school 2-3 times each semester.  We work with the athletic department to resolve any conflicts with games or practices.









more info on back

The Wind Ensemble is the top ensemble at Center Grove High School.  Members are selected based on past performance and instrumentation needs.  It is intended for those students with a serious interest in developing their abilities on their instrument and the study and performance of college level music.  Some evening rehearsals occur in March and April as we prepare for ISSMA State Qualification.  It is highly recommended that students study privately on their instrument.

The Wind Symphony is also a select group, based on past performance.  This course is designed to challenge the advanced musician and to expose them literature above the average high school musician’s ability.  Private lesions are recommended at this level.

The Symphonic Brass is comprised of mostly freshmen brass.  The daily work and music selected will be used to advance the technique and musicality of the students to a higher level.  The literature is moderate in nature and is selected to enhance the knowledge of styles and periods of music.  Students are encouraged to study privately to develop on their individual instrument.

The Symphonic Woodwind is comprised of mostly freshmen woodwinds. The daily work and music selected will be used to advance the technique and musicality of the students to a higher level.  The literature is moderate in nature and is selected to enhance the knowledge of styles and periods of music.  Students are encouraged to study privately to develop on their individual instrument.

The Marcato Percussion Ensembles have been developed to advance the level of performance for percussion students in the music department.  All percussion students will be enrolled in one of three percussion classes and assigned to play for various concert bands as needed during the season.  Private lessons are highly recommended.

The Jazz Band is a volunteer ensemble that meets two times per week after school, December through April.  They perform at concerts, contests, and a variety of other events.
The Pep Band is a volunteer group of students that provide music entertainment at home varsity girl’s and boy’s basketball games.  This ensemble meets after school for approximately 5 to 6 rehearsals in mid-November through December.  The pep band will play at games starting after Thanksgiving and ending in February.  No audition is required and all band members are welcome.
Indoor Percussion is designed to offer percussion students an additional venue in which to perform.  Membership in Marching Band or recommendation of the director is a prerequisite to membership.  Auditions may be required.  Rehearsals are after school beginning in December and finishing in April.  Contests are on Saturdays.  Additional fee is required for this activity.

Winter Guard is comprised of girls from the fall marching band color guard.  Practices are after school and on weekends November through April.  Contests occur on Saturdays, January through mid-April.  Additional fee is required for this activity.

The Marching Band is a volunteer ensemble comprised of students from the instrumental music department.  The rehearsal schedule begins in late May and goes through mid-November.  This ensemble performs at football games, parades, and Saturday competitions.  Tryouts for Color Guard are held at the end of April and first of May and are open to ALL 8th graders.  It is recommended that family vacations for marching band members be planned for late June to mid July.  All band personnel must be in attendance for all rehearsals from band camp through the completion of marching season.

Additional fee is required for this activity.

